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From the Mayor’s Desk 
 

The “Gift Garden” by Krysta Iris Kelly: was established in summer of 

2022.  This community garden’s purpose is to feed the community and 

come together to help all in kindness. It was the brain child of  Krysta 

Kelly, as well as the members of her Gift and be Gifted, Facebook group. 

Our dream came to life with a little stand filled with baskets. This summer 

member Lisa Nolan donated an umbrella to keep our produce covered. A 

cooler was also added for fresher items. Kim Kozak then came to me with a 

vision of creating a long-lasting garden stand, shaded from the sun and free 

from flies and squirrels. She created a go-fund-me that the community 

generously donated to, and they were able to raise over $480. With the 

community’s amazing donations, we wanted to make sure we could create 

the most efficient and producing stand for our amazing community. My 

gracious and giving father from Wisconsin took the funds for supplies and 

did all the labor for free to make our dreams come to life. He took a picture 

and made it reality for us in one week as well as delivered it to our lovely 

Knudson Park. Joseph Nasca, a sincere and hard-working community 

member, offered his supplies and time to place a roof on the cart. In the 

future we look forward to painting the Gift Garden and adding a sign to the 

back for residents to see from both sides. Our goal is to come together as a 

community and give. Give what you can, take what you please, but above 

all… love thy neighbor.  Our Giving Gift Garden is located on the East side 

of Knudson Park in between the bathrooms and the park for Marseilles 
Residents. Check out Gift & be Gifted on social media as well. 
 

Sincerely, Mayor Hollenbeck  

Positive Results 

COMMUNITY GIFT GARDEN 

BY KRYSTA IRIS KELLY 

 

 

What’s Ahead 

Brownfield Grant application 

to address environmental 

concerns at Nabisco & 

Washington School to make 

properties more marketable. 

The city and Marseilles 

Elementary School are 

teaming up to apply for a 

“Safe Schools” grant to repair 

sidewalks and make 

entrances at intersection ADA 

compliant.   
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